
Using the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals for Profitable Transformation 
 

The Ethical Finance Hub (EFH) and One Stone Advisors recently formed a strategic partnership to drive 
understanding and support the uptake of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) 
in the financial sector in Scotland.   
 
One Stone is Scotland’s leading advisor on sustainability strategies that join the dots between 
organisations, business opportunities and the SDGs, while the EFH has a deep practical understanding 
of the financial services landscape in Scotland. Together we are supporting local organisations as they 
use the SDG framework to explore investment approaches and drive positive business growth. Globally, 
financial institutions across pensions, banking and insurance are already using the SDGs to guide their 
strategies. 
 
The Goals 
 
The SDGs comprise 17 "Global Goals" with 169 targets. Their aim: to end extreme poverty, fight 
inequality and injustice and protect the planet — nothing less than a transformation of global civilization.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Can you afford to ignore the UN SDGs? 
 

 UN member states are expected to use the SDGs to frame their political policies 2015 - 2030 
 Governments, public bodies, multilaterals and aid agencies expected to spend $bns in this area 
 Private sector, Governments and civil society will mobilise and partner with the UN to achieve the 

targets 
 For companies who act now, the SDGs offer a US$12 trillion annual market opportunity by 2030 
 Successful implementation will strengthen the enabling environment for doing business and build 

global markets  
 According to the Business and Sustainable Development Commission there are at least 60 

market hot-spots where companies can profitably drive transformation towards the SDGs 
 Organisations not engaging in SDGs risk being stranded by rapid change 

 
 

 
How can we help?  
 
To maximise the SDG opportunity financial institutions and associated organisations need to understand: 
 

 what the SDGs mean for their organisation 
 how they align to their strategic priorities and can contribute to business growth 
 what actions should be taken 
 how to communicate progress in an effective way.  

 

Business involvement is crucial: without private sector action to help scale innovative 

solutions, the ‘Global Goals’ will not be achieved. 



IMPROVE OPERATIONS AND 
REVENUE GENERATION

• Develop new products and 
services

• Reduce negative impacts
• Achieve greater operational 
efficiency

• Access / grow in new markets
• Limit suply chain risks

STRENGTHEN THE ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT

• Amplify the impact of sustainability 
efforts

• Participate in policy developments
• Build partnerships along the value 
chain

• Contribute to stobilising societies 
and markets

• Address impact of development 
gaps in business

ENHANCE REPUTATION AND 
STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS

• Enhance brand, trust and 
reputation

• Strengthen stakeholder relations
• Connect with customers
• Increase employee engagement 
and recruitment

1. INFORM AND 
REVIEW

• An Introduction to the SDGs and current trends
• Global best practice examples of how to approach, manage and report on the 

SDGs
• An insight into the SDGs most relevant to financial services sector
• An initial view as to where your organisation can have the most impact

2. DESIGN AND 
IMPLEMENT

• Deep-dive into the SDG targets to identify key priorities for your organisation
• Detailed review of the relevenat internal policies, processes and procedures
• Develop and implement an action plan to integrate SDGs into your organisation
• Introduce measurement and reporting tools
• Develop a stakeholder communications plan

3. MONITOR 
AND REPORT

• Ensure SDG plans are  implemented with robust metrics in place to measure and 
report on performance

• Audit and review current approach and benchmark against global best practice
• Preparation of reporting templates to review performance
• Advice on continuous improvement and innovation

Whether you are starting out or integrating the SDGs more deeply into your core business, the EFH and 
One Stone can assist in the following areas: 

 

 

 

What impact will my organisation make if we adopt the SDGs?  

About 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

 
Chris Tait (Project Manager, Ethical Finance Hub) - chris@ethicalfinancehub.org or +44(0)7931 103573 

 
 
One Stone Advisors is a sustainability strategy and 
communications specialist offering practical 
guidance to create leading sustainability strategies. 
We help customers take the lead, turn challenges 
into opportunities, walk the talk and be open. 
Companies work with us to develop a clear business 
case and smart strategies for ‘doing things right’.  

 
www.onestoneadvisors.com 

  

Deliver tailored workshops 

and capacity building 

programmes to enhance 

your organisations 

understanding of the SDGs. 

Work with you to develop a 

tailored SDG strategy and 

support the operational 

implementation 

Provision of on-going advice 

and guidance to maximise 

impact of SDGs in your 

organisations 

 
 
The EFH is a not-for-profit launched in 2016 with the 
aim of raising awareness, building capacity and 
delivering research to develop and grow the ethical 
finance market. By connecting individuals and 
organisations interested in ethical finance we aim to 
widen knowledge, highlight choice and facilitate 
practical activities that drive the sector forward. 

 
www.ethicalfinacehub.org   


